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Maritime Circular No. 07-2023 
 

To: 
Ship Owners / Managers / Operators, All SING-LLOYD Departments and 
Surveyors 
 
Subject: 
GMDSS Operating Guidance for Ships in Distress Situations 
 
References: 
MSC.1/Circ. 1656 
 
1.The Maritime Safety Committee, at its 106th session, approved the revised 
GMDSS operating guidance for ships in distress situations vide Circular, MSC.1/Circ. 
1656 which will become effective on 1 January 2024, superseding COM/Circ.108. 

2. The circular provides guidance concerning the use of appropriate 
radiocommunication equipment in distress situations, in accordance with chapter IV 
of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974. 

3. Ship Owners/ Managers and Masters of vessels are advised to display the 
Guidance in the annex of MSC.1/Circ. 1656 on ships' bridges as an A4 size poster. 

 


